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Property: Agent:
Address:
Always remember to inspect the premises thoroughly before paying a
deposit or signing a tenancy agreement.
THE BASICS

D How much is the rent?

D Does the rent include all utilities?
If not, How much can be on average?

|| Are pets allowed?

Are guests and overnight guests
allowed?

D Can | sub-rent a bedroom?

D Is a fridge/stove/microwave provided and working?
D Are there working laundry facilities?

|| Are there grocery store, pharmacy, and
other amenities nearby?

D Is there a good supply of hot water?

D Is it parking available? How much is it?

D Is parking underground, outside, heated, electricity
plug?

QUALITY OF ACCOMMODATION

D Is the carpet/floor reasonably clean?

Is there any evidence of pests?
(bed bugs, cockroach, etc.)

D Is the Heating system working properly?

D Is the water pressure adequate?

D Is it close to public transport?

|| Consider the Noise Levels (proximity to
street, restaurants, bars, etc.)

SAFETY

Do you feel comfortable in the
neighborhood?

Are the smoke/carbon monoxide
detectors in key areas?
Do they work?

Who has access to the house key and
when were the locks last changed?

D All windows and doors (including balcony)
properly close and have locks?

D Is the entrance of the building safe?

D Can other people that doesn't live there access?

Is something/someone in the surrounding that
make you feel unsafe?

RESPONSIBILITIES

D Are you responsible for shovelling show?

D Are you responsible for lawn maintenance?

D Is there any extra responsibility

D Are there adequate garbage containers provided?

D When is garbage picked up?

that you may have?

AVOID ROOMMATE MISUNDERSTANDING

D Who will sign the residential tenancy agreement?

D What will happen if one person needs to
move out before the end of the tenancy?

It’s best that all parties be named on the tenancy agreement.

D How will problems be resolved?

D How will costs be shared and bills paid?
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What is a renter?
A Tenant, also known as a renter, is a person who occupies land or property rented from a
landlord.

What is a lease/tenancy agreement?

A lease is a contract between a landlord and a tenant(s) that sets out the rules for both
parties to follow. A lease is also known as a tenancy agreement and will often include
information about when and why notice can be given to end the lease.

What type of lease should I sign?
You have two different types of leases to choose from:

1) Periodic Tenancy: A lease with no end date stated. A tenant can live in the property until
either the tenant or landlord gives the notice to end the tenancy. Periodic tenancies include
monthly (i.e. you pay rent every month) or weekly (i.e. you pay rent every week).

2) Fixed-Term lease: A tenant agrees to rent the accommodation for a fixed period of time.
The end date is determined and written in the lease. Neither a tenant nor landlord can end a
fixed-term lease earlier than initially agreed upon unless the other party agrees.

What is a damage/security deposit?

A damage or security deposit is a one-time-only payment and cannot be more than one
month's rent. A landlord asks for the deposit and the first month's rent at the same time on
the first day of the month of your rental contract. The landlord must place the deposit in an
interest-bearing trust account. When your lease ends, this deposit can be used to cover any
damages, cleaning, unpaid rent, or utilities. If the property is left in good condition with no
damage beyond normal wear and tear, and all rent and utilities are paid, then the deposit is
returned in full, with interest. If deductions are made, a landlord has 10 days to provide an
estimated statement of account, followed by a final statement of account within 30 days.

What is an inspection report?

An inspection report is a list of any damages in the accommodation that was apparent before
moving in. It is a report signed by the tenant and the landlord together and is used to re-
evaluate the apartment's condition when you move out. Be sure to complete an inspection
report before you move in. After you move out of the property, it can protect you if your
landlord tries to unnecessarily deduct money from your security deposit.

What is a damage report?

If the plumbing, appliances, or any other major items break down through normal usage, the
tenant should submit a written report of the problem to the landlord. Make sure to keep a
copy for your records. The landlord is required to make the necessary repairs.


https://www.landlordandtenant.org/leases-and-agreements/
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Notice of Rent Increase

There is no limit on how much a landlord can increase the rent, but a landlord can only
increase the rent after a year had passed from either the start of the tenancy or when the
last rent increase occurred. A landlord must give a tenant written three-month notice before
a rent increase becomes effective on a monthly periodic tenancy. No notice is required to
increase the rent at the end of a fixed-term agreement. There is no control over the amount
of rent that can be increased.

When can the landlord enter the accommodation?

A landlord must give 24 hours' written notice to enter the rental accommodation. The notice
must state the reason for entry and the date and time of entry.

The entry must be made between 8:00 am, and 8:00 pm, except the landlord, cannot enter on
a holiday or on the tenant's religious day of worship (presumed to be Sunday unless the
tenant has informed the landlord, in writing, of a different day of worship).

The landlord can enter to inspect, repair, fumigate, to show prospective tenants (if you are
soon moving out), purchasers or mortgages. Please note: the landlord may enter without
notice during an emergency.

What are my responsibilities as a renter?

e Pay rent on time - Most landlords prefer payment by direct deposit or e-transfer. Confirm
with your landlord on their preferred method of payment. If you forget to pay your rent,
you could be required to pay a late fee.

e Keep the rental clean.

e Check with your landlord and/or lease before repairing any minor damages.

* Be courteous of other tenants.

e Do not conduct any illegal business, trade or occupation.

* Follow your tenancy agreement.

* Do not change the locks without permission from the landlord.

Shared Accommodation

Sharing rental costs with others can be considerably cheaper. Remember, the person who
signs the lease and utility requisitions is ultimately responsible for the payments.

Please note: The landlord-tenant act does not apply to rent a room in a private home or a
basement suite without a private entrance.

Notice to Terminate Tenancy

If you rent from month to month, your landlord must give you a three-month notice to
terminate your lease unless terminated for substantial breach. A fixed-term agreement can
only be terminated for substantial breach. Once signed, the landlord and tenant must follow
the conditions of the lease. Call the Landlord and Tenancy Advisory Board to ensure you
understand the responsibilities and implications of your agreement.

If you have a monthly lease, a written notice must be given to the landlord on the last day of
the tenancy month. For example, notice given by May 31 or June 1 ends your month-to-month
lease on June 30. Pay attention to these deadlines, or you may end up staying longer than you
planned or paying an extra month's rent.



https://www.landlordandtenant.org/glossary/substantial-breach/
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Tenant Insurance - Prepare for the Unexpected

Unexpected events can happen to anyone at any time - fires can start, homes are broken into,
and water pipes can burst (especially when temperatures descend to -30 degrees Celsius).
Aside from replacing your damaged possessions, your landlord may hold you legally
responsible for damages to your accommodations - which can be very costly if you are not
protected.

Protect yourself with tenant insurance; this will protect you if you have a fire or are robbed.
Ensure your insurance plan includes liability protection to replace stolen or damaged items
and protect you from medical expenses if someone is hurt while visiting your home.

If you rent a place, replacing any personal possessions stolen or lost in a fire is your
responsibility - not your landlord's.

You may not think you own anything of high value that is worth insuring, but take a moment to
stop and think what it would cost to replace all of your clothes, furniture and electronics if
they were stolen or damaged in a fire. Fortunately, tenant insurance, covering either the actual
cash value or replacing your possessions, is available to renters.

What if | don't need insurance because | have credit card/ home insurance?
Make sure to double-check with your credit card or your home country insurance to ensure
that you have adequate coverage.

Where can | purchase tenant insurance?

Search online using the keyword "tenant insurance Edmonton” to find a list of local insurance
brokers specializing in tenant insurance. It is good to shop around for the best rates since they
can vary from company to company.

Utilities

Your rental accommodations may or may not include utility fees for heating, electricity and
water. If utilities are not included in your rent, you will be responsible for booking these utility
services for your rental, and you will be sent a monthly bill to cover the expenses.

Monthly utility fees depend on how much gas, power or water you use. Costs can range from
$50 - $150 per month for one person living in an apartment or a house.

Some rentals include the cost of heat and water in the monthly rental agreement - power is
sometimes also included.

Note: The content of this document was adapted form the University of Alberta website.
All rights reserved.



